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school boards and local
superintendents obsolete for
those schools.

For example, a school
district may only have one
school that is “chronically
failing,” at which point that
school would fall under
the care of the OSD and its

superintendent, while the
remaining schools would stay
under local jurisdiction.

A school is considered
chronically failing if it scores
less than 60 on the College and
Career Ready Performance
Index for three consecutive
years.

Under the requirements
laid out in the amendment, 127
Georgia schools are considered
chronically failing, out of
more than 2,200 in 181 school
districts. Once a school enters
the OSD, it must stay in it for a
period of at least five years but
no longer than 10 years.

Gov. Nathan Deal
spearheaded the legislation,

stating that he believed the
“status quo isn’t working”
when it comes to failing
schools, and District 51 State
Sen. Steve Gooch co-sponsored
the legislation behind the
amendment.

Not everyone is a fan
of Amendment 1, however,
including the Georgia
Association of Educators,
the Georgia School Boards
Association, and the Georgia
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during the scheduled weekdays
of voting.

Voters looking for
absentee ballots will need to
contact the Registrar’s Office
in the courthouse, or call (706)
439-6016.

Tuesday, Oct. 11, was
the voter registration deadline
leading into the General Election
that is now less than two weeks
away.

The following candidates
appear on the ballot:

For President of the United
States, Donald J. Trump, with his
vice presidential running mate
Michael R. Pence, Republican;
Hillary Clinton, with her vice
presidential running mate
Tim Kaine, Democrat; and
Gary Johnson, with his vice
presidential running mate Bill
Weld, Libertarian.

For U.S. Senate, Incumbent
Johnny Isakson, Republican; Jim
Barksdale, Democrat; and Allen
Buckley, Libertarian.

For Public Service
Commissioner, Incumbent Tim
Echols, Republican, and Eric
Hoskins, Libertarian.

For U.S. Representative
in 115th Congress from the
9th Congressional District
of Georgia, Incumbent Doug
Collins, Republican.

For State Senator from
51st District, Incumbent Steve
Gooch, Republican.

From State Representative
in the General Assembly from
8th District, Matt Gurtler,
Republican.

For Clerk of Superior
Court, Incumbent Judy Odom,
Democrat.

For Sheriff, Incumbent
Mack Mason, Republican.

For Tax Commissioner,
Incumbent Lee Knight.

For Surveyor, Jason
Henson, Republican.

For Coroner, Incumbent
Benny Erwin, Republican.

For Sole County
Commissioner, Harold Cook,
Republican, and Incumbent
Lamar Paris, Democrat.

For County Board of
Education District 1, Janna D.
Akins, Republican.

For County Board of
Education District 3, Cynthia
“Cindy” Byers.

The ballot will also feature
four proposed state constitutional
amendments asking for a “yes” or
“no” vote each.

School Superintendents
Association, among others.

Even Union County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Fred Rayfield is against the
amendment, despite the fact
that Union County Schools
aren’t even close to being
considered “chronically
failing.”

“l want to encourage
the community to become
educated on Amendment 1, and
not just vote on Amendment
1,” said Dr. Rayfield. “Make
themselves knowledgeable
of the pros and cons, and the
information that is out there
related to Amendment 1, and
not go in and just make a
quick judgment decision based
on the pure wording of the
amendment itself.

“I would also encourage
them to think about how
this amendment effects the
control that local communities
have over their educational
process for their children and
their families. It will have a
dramatic impact in terms of
reducing local control, and still
using existing tax dollars and
more tax dollars to fund the
new mechanism.”

Amendment 2

Ballot Title: ““Authorizes
penalties for sexual exploitation
and assessments on adult
entertainment to fund child
victims’ services.”

The gist of Amendment
2 is that a “yes” vote shows
support for “providing
penalties for court cases
involving certain sex crimes in
order to allocate the generated
revenue for the Safe Harbor
for Sexually Exploited
Children Fund,” according
to Ballotpedia, a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization that
studies American politics.

This one is self-
explanatory — vote yes to
punish some sex crimes by
imposing financial penalties
meant to go specifically

toward helping children who
are victims of sex crimes.

Amendment 3

Ballot Title: “Reforms
and re-establishes the Judicial
Qualifications Commission and
provides for its composition,
governance and powers.”

For this amendment,
it is important to understand
the function of the Judicial
Qualifications Commission,
or JQC.

According to gajqc.
com, “The Judicial
Qualifications Commission
is a constitutionally
created independent State
Commission responsible for
investigating complaints of
judicial misconduct and/or
judicial incapacity and for
disciplining judges in the State
of Georgia.”

The JQC was created
by constitutional amendment
in 1972, and the current
Amendment 3 proposes to
replace the JQC with a new
commission to be defined and
then governed by the Georgia
General Assembly.

Proponents of the
amendment seem to feel that
more internal accountability
is needed within the JQC,
while opponents, including
the State Bar of Georgia and
the Georgians for Judicial
Integrity think that the JQC
needs to remain an independent
commission free from direct
influence from legislators.

Amendment 4

Ballot Title: “Dedicates
revenue from existing taxes on
fireworks to trauma care, fire
services and public safety.”

This amendment is
worded in a straightforward
manner.

The following resources
were utilized for this report:
gov.georgia.gov, gadoe.org,
sos.ga.gov, gajqc.com and
ballotpedia.org.
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care
706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

WAZOO! QUILTING

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706:835-1209 f

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

~ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

>, AT
BlueRidge fainting Services ..
Paint & Staining Specialist - 25 Years Experience!
Now taking reservations
for Interior Repaints

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

Now accepting major credit cards!

0/1'09 ree
Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

UPHOLSTERY REPAIRS BY
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Seams Sew SimpLe UIPHOLSTERY
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com
Furniture Boats and More

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, Ga 30512

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLARsvILLE, GA

October 28, 2016
90 guided horseback ride
Food & Festivities by Campfire
Moonlight Hayride

90 minute ride through serene woods, open
meadows and mountain streams. $75 per
person. Reservations required.

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

metrobrokers
com!

*®

and Gardens.
STATE

Nicole Lands you the
= home of your dreams!!!
§ nicole.lands@metrobrokers.com

4 706-994-3814 ~ Cell
706-781-1884 ~ Office

63 Plott St. Suite A
Blairsville, GA 30512

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Conéoldation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All Toans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

wwuw. Iffc.com

Press Only Garments « Shirts & Laundry Service
Hydrocarbon Dry Cleaning « Comforters - Beddings - Drapery
Leather & Suede Cleaning * Wet Cleaning
Wash, Dry & Fold « Alternations
Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation
Special Appliqgue Garments « Fire, Water, and Mildew
Restoration Cleaning * Clothing Storage Available
37 Hunt Martin Street, Blairsville « 706-745-1976
221 S Main Street, Hiawassee ¢ 706-896-8580

HEARIN

of North Georgia

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000



